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Clamors for higher wages, sometimes unreasonable and indeed con-fiscatory, came from every side. Factory committees insisted on, and not infrequently secured, the adoption of the "closed shop/' the right to supervise the hiring and dismissal of workers, the removal of technical and managerial personnel. There were many other oddly assorted demands that had no bearing on industrial relations: progressive profits tax, fixed prices, control by revolutionary agencies over production and distribution, dissolution of the State Duma and State Council, reduction of salaries and pensions of commanding officers and officials of the old regime, deportation of "agents of foreign imperialism/' and the imprisonment (as the workers of the factory "Dynamo" put it) of the 'Vampire Romanov" (the former tsar) and of "the vampire's family/' The main objective of the factory committees, as formulated by the first conference of factory committees, which was held in Petrograd (May 30 to June 5), was the establishment of "workers' control/7 that is, the effective supervision by workers' committees of the administration of business enterprises. A favorite idea of Lenin, workers' control became the law of the land in November, after the fall of the Provisional Government. Meanwhile there were sporadic seizures of factories and the systematic crowding out of owners, managers, and engineers. The Provisional Government admonished factory committees to keep within the provisions of the law, and threatened the application of penalties which everyone knew it was powerless to enforce.
Political and social anarchy superimposed upon the dislocation caused by the war precipitated an economic crisis of unexampled severity. The greatly overtaxed capacity of the railways declined sharply. State revenue fell, expenditure mounted, and the volume of currency in circulation practically doubled between January and October, 1917 (9,097 million rubles and 18,917 million, respectively). The general price level in 1917 was three and a half times that of 1916.10 The position of the low-income groups was truly desperate, and industrial labor had a strong case for wage increase. When the textile workers argued in August that their children "died like flies" and that they were faced with "misery and starvation/' their statement was no mere propaganda. Yet the economic demands of labor, to say nothing of its political demands, were as often as not exorbitant, and
10 As computed by Strumilin, the general index of prices (1913 = 100) rose from 203 in 1916 to 673 in 1917,